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Comparison of Welfare Discourse Representation
in Taiwanese and Singaporean Newspapers:
The National Pension Act and CPF LIFE
as Examples

Yu-Ming Chen
ABSTRACT

A discourse analysis was used in this study to examine the processes of
social welfare ideology construction in Taiwanese and Singaporean
newspapers. The National Pension Act and CPF LIFE were used as
examples.

The research conclusion is as follows: 1. Because of democratization,
Taiwanese newspapers are liberal and diverse. 2. Singaporean newspapers
support the government and the ruling party’s soft authoritarian policies. 3.
Taiwanese newspapers pay considerable attention to universal citizenship and
human rights, and contain discourses of parties from both the left and right.
However, conversation is lacking between newspapers. 4. Singaporean
newspapers are enthusiastic in constructing the right antiwelfarism in
emphasizing the failure of Western welfare, and in accentuating the
importance of self-reliance and family responsibility.

The conclusion shows that differences in discourse reflect various needs

* Yu-Ming Chen is Assistant Professor at the Department of Health Care and Social
Work, Taipei College of Maritime Technology. e-mail: yumingchen@tmu.edu.tw.
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of welfare ideologies and value construction. Hence, this study demonstrated
the media’s role as a tool for culture hegemony and political socialization,
and also the positive influence of democratization on creating diversity in
media discourse.

Keywords: CPF LIFE, National Pension System, Representation of
Discourse, Welfare Discourse
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